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This essay examines the idea of tolerance in our advanced industrial society. The conclusion
reached is that the realization of the objective of tolerance would call for intolerance toward
prevailing policies, attitudes, opinions, and the extension of tolerance to policies, attitudes,
and opinions which are outlawed or suppressed. In other words, today tolerance appears
again as what it was in its origins, at the beginning of the modern period--a partisan goal, a
subversive liberating notion and practice. Conversely, what is proclaimed and practiced as
tolerance today, is in many of its most effective manifestations serving the cause of

oppression.

Herbert Marcuse, Repressive Tolerance. 1965
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